CUDWEED,   FUago germanica L.

328. Cudweed, Fllago germanica L. (X f); slender annual
cottony herb, with fibrous roots; stems up to about 1^ ft. high,
forking here and there into 2 divergent branches with bunches of
sessile flower-heads in
the forks and at the
ends; leaves shortly
linear, with a hardened
tip, covered with white
cotton-wool-like hairs;
bracts of the involucre
(A, x 4) woolly in the
lower part, glabrous
upwards, membranous
and shining, the outer
one with a green spot
towards the top; very
sharply pointed; re-
ceptacle with a row of
scales only within the
outer flowers; flowers
in the middle (B, X 3),
bisexual, though some-
times infertile, those
on the outside (C, x 3)
female and with a
narrow thread-like
corolla; anthers (D, X
8) tailed at the base;
style-arms (E, X 6) club-shaped; achenes slightly hairy; pappus
(F, X 8) of white slightly rough bristles (family Composltae),

Grows in dry fields and stony and waste places, flowering
in summer; widely distributed in Europe and western Asia,
North Africa and the Atlantic islands.

It has some curious local names, such as Clod-weed, Down-
weed, Herb Impious, Old Owl, Quidwort, Son-before-the-father,
and several others.
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